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 many years before they are sufficiently large for tapping purposes.
 Another supply of seed was received from Sir George King,
 Calcutta, in August last, and sown as soon as received. A number
 of these germinated shortly after being sown, and several others
 have since appeared and are still appearing above ground. The
 stock at present numbers 35 plants.

 And again in 1886 :-
 The young seedlings have at last started into growth, and are

 now shooting up fast. The growth for the two years after they
 germinated did not average more than a foot, but this has been
 doubled since the commencement of the present hot season, and
 there is now no reason to doubt that this useful tree will thrive
 in this climate. A small plantation will be made next rainy
 season, and it will then be a question of time as to when the
 plants will be ready for tapping.

 Mr. Lawson reported from Ootacamund in 1884:-
 Rhus vernicifera, or the Japan Lacquer plant.--Upwards of

 100 plants have been raised from seed sent from Kew. The
 plants have not made satisfactory progress as yet. I do not think
 that the climate of Ootacamund quite suits them, and I intend to
 remove them at the proper times to Coonoor, Barliy~r, and
 Kalhatti.

 Mr. Gamble reported from the Nilgiris in 1885 :-
 Rhus vernicifera seed was made over to the District Forest

 Officers by some collectors. In Ganjam, Bellary, and Cuddapah
 it failed to germinate, and in Godavari the results are not yet
 known. In the Nilgiris alone was it at all successful, and about
 12 plants were reared, of which half have been made over to the
 Director of Government Parks and Gardens, who will be able to
 look after it more carefully, and the rest planted at Cairn Hill.

 The Conservator would be glad if seeds distributed by the
 Board, or by the Director of Agriculture, could always be sent to
 him, so that he may select the best locality, and especially the
 one where there are the best appliances. As an example, Rhus
 vernicifera was sent to almost all districts, but in the Conservator's
 opinion, a tree of the kind, native of Japan, is unlikely to grow
 anywhere but on the hills, and it would have been better to have
 tried it in the Nilgiris only, with perhaps a small amount at
 Horsleykonda or Rimandrug.

 V.-" BRAZILIAN OAKS" WALKING STICKS.

 (Posoqueria latifolia, R.S.)

 For some years past the importation from foreign countries of
 rough material for the manufacture of walking sticks and
 umbrella handles have been very considerable. The constant
 demand for novelties in this direction has become very keen, and
 one of the most successful introductions is without doubt a stick
 which is known in trade by the widely different names of
 " Brazilian oak" and " Ceylon vine." This stick is valued for the
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 beauty of its appearance, being grooved or channelled in fine
 longitudinal lines and covered, especially near the knob or root
 part, with numerous small knots. It is also prized for its extreme
 rigidity and strength.

 Notwithstanding that enormous quantities of these sticks have
 been for many years past, and are still, brought into the English
 market, the country of their produce, as well as their botanical
 source, have remained unknown. Latterly, however, it has been
 ascertained that they are imported into this country from Bahia.
 And with a view of tracing their origin the assistance of the
 British Consul at that port has been invited by the Director of the
 Royal Botanic Gardens through the Foreign Office. The following
 is an extract of a letter in reply from Mr. Consul Stevens to the
 Foreign Office, dated Bahia, January 1st, 1889 :-

 " The plant grows in the forests of the northern portion of this
 Province, along the coast and country traversed by the Bahia-San
 Francisco line of railway, becoming more plentiful in the hollows
 of the hilly borders of the Alagoinhas-Timbo line. It needs a
 partially sandy soil at a temperature of 860 to 90' Fahr., and does
 not require much water. There is no limit to the supply of sticks
 cut from its numerous branches, and in their rough state as
 delivered in bundles of 100 at the terminuls of the railway on this
 side they sell for 2 milreis per 1,000 sticks; or, if picked and
 chosen, 3 milreis per 100, according to the shape and fancy heads;
 and after all expenses and freight are added, reach England at an
 average of ld, to 2d. English each stick, including the profit of the
 Bahia shipper.

 "In late times, to economise freight, only some 12 or 14 inches
 of the top part of the sticks have been exported, as the generality
 are adapted to umbrella handles.

 "The plant, erroneously believed by Englishmen to be a
 climbing vine, is in reality a shrub from 2 to 26 feet high and
 3 inches in circumference, the stem being soft and pulpy.

 " It is known locally as the 'Marmeleiro-do-Campo,' or wild
 quince, and is classed from what can be ascertained as the
 Maprounea braziliensis; it grows rapidly in the localities men-
 tioned, and when properly seasoned its sticks are almost as supple
 as ash. It flowers in February, and its fruit ripens in July, and
 when gathered comes to this market in marmalade and jelly of
 quality more appreciated than any other orchard or garden
 cydonia."

 Detached leaves only were received with this letter, so that it
 was impossible to determine what the plant really was, though it
 was clear that it belonged to the natural order Rubiacece, and per-
 haps to the genus Coussarea; from fruits received later on, how-
 ever, it seems that the plant in question is a species of Posoqueria
 and probably P. latifolia, R.S. It is clear, therefore, that the
 sticks can have nothing to do with Maprounea braziliensis referred
 to in Consul Stevens' letter, as that plant is a shrub belonging to
 the natural order Euphorbiacece, the fruits of which are entirely
 different from those of Posoqueria. As stated by Consul Stevens,
 the fruits of the Marmeleiro-do-Campo are used for making a kind
 of marmalade or preserve, and a sample of this has beell sent by
 him to the Kew Museum.
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 Messrs. Henry Howell & Co., who first brought the stick to our
 notice, write as to its introduction to commerce :-

 180, Old Street, London, E.C.,
 June 25, 1889.

 DEAR SIR,
 IN reply to your enquiry respecting the Brazilian oak, it is

 somewhat difficult to fix upon the exact date of its first introduc-
 tion to this market as a walking stick, but it is as nearly as possible
 14 years since our attention was first directed to it, and since that
 time we have used a very large quantity ; in fact it is now one of
 our staple woods for walking sticks and umbrella handles. At
 first its place of origin was unknown to us, but as it had the
 appearance of a vine and was reputed to come from the East, it
 was introduced under the name of "Ceylon vine."

 We are much interested and pleased that your efforts to ascertain
 its scientific name and true home have been successful; it will be
 a welcome addition to the valuable list of plants used in our
 manufactures which you have already published (Journal of the
 Society of Arts, Vol. XXXVI., pp. 1036, 1109, 1122, 1887-88), and
 which we have reason to believe will have an excellent effect in

 stimulating an interest in the raw products of our Colonies and
 foreign countries which can be used in our business, and so
 enlarging the base upon which we depend for our supplies of
 natural woods for walking sticks and umbrella handles.

 We are, &c.,
 (Signed) HENRY HOWELL & CO.

 John R. Jackson, Esq.

 VI.--ZAPATERO, OR WEST INDIAN BOXWOOD.
 (Tabebuia [Tecoma] pentaphylla, Bth. and Hook. f.)

 Till recent years the increased demand for boxwood (Buxus
 sempervirens) for the preparation of wood blocks for engraving
 led to the fear that the supply would fail. Many of the old
 forests in the Caucasus have become exhausted, and the concessions
 granted by the Russian Government to cut wood have been more
 than once withheld. Persian box also, for the same reasons,
 became scarce.

 Consequent upon this the attention of those interested in the
 subject was directed to other woods which appeared likely to
 become useful substitutes, and a large number of hard woods
 have been experimented upon at different times, the results of
 which, up to the year 1884, were brought together by Mr. J. R.
 Jackson, late Keeper of the Museums of the Royal Botanic
 Gardens, in a Prize Essay written for the International Forestry
 Exhibition at Edinburgh in that year, and published in the
 Journal of the Society of Arts for April 10th and 17th, 1885
 (pp. 566-600). One of the woods that came nearest to true
 boxwood in colour and general appearance was that of Tabebuia
 pentaphylla, Benth. and Hook. f. [Tecoma pentaphylla, D.C.].
 It is a moderate - sized tree of Jamaica, Antigua, Montserrat,
 St. Lucia, Cuba, Panama, &c., and the wood is compact and very
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